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Poly professor takes German ambassador post for Afghanistan
Tyler Wise
M U S IA N i. D M IY

C'al Poly social sciences professor Maliha
Zulfacar, a native of Afghanistan who has
actively spent her sunnners aiding in the
rebuilding of the country, has been appointed
Afghanistan’s ambassador to Cierniany.
Zulfacar, who spends the academic year at
(!al Poly teaching classes about global ethnic
conflict and geopolitics, is the first woman to
be appointed as an ambassador from
Afghanistan.
"It is a great honor for me,” Zulfacar said
in a press release. “ Having been the first
woman appointed as an ambassador from
Afghanistan gives me the opportunity to
serve my country of birth and also to demon
strate that when Afghan women are given the

chance for education, they too will be able to
participate effectively in the reconstruction of
the country.”
In addition to becoming the first female
ambassador of Afghanistan, Zulfacar, who was
born and raised in Afghanistan’s capitol,
Kabul, was also the first female to leave the
country to pursue a college education in the
United States at the University of Cincinnati,
Ohio in the mid ’70s.
After earning a degree in sociology- in
Cincinnati, Zulfacar briefly returned to
Afghanistan to teach at Kabul University
before fleeing the country to (iermany after
the Kussian occupation of Afghanistan in
1979.
Living in Cierniany from 1979 to 19S5,
Zulfacar became fluent in (iernian while

attending the (ierman Technical Institute at
liraunschweig.
In 19S.S Zulfacar left
(iermany for the United States to raise her
two children in (ialifornia. Zulfacar joined
the social sciences department at Cal Poly in
1988.
In 1993, Zulfacar returned to (iermany to
earn her doctorate in sociology from
Paderborn University— her doctoral thesis
compared and contrasted the experience of
Afghan immigrants in both (iermany and the
United States.
After the U.S. occupation of Afghanistan in
2001, Zulfacar returned to her rtative country
for the first time m 23 years and had been
spending the summers teaching social sci
ences at Kabul University.
see Ambassador, page 2
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Former professor Maliha Zulfacar will be
Afghanistan’s ambassador to Germany.

Students make
bill-splitting easy
R o n n ie M eehan
M U SIA N i. DAIIY

tenance costs.
Transit manager for the city of San Luis
Obispo Austin O ’Dell was happy the city
council approved Cal Poly’s subside agree
ment with the city because the deal enables
every Cal Poly student, faculty member
with a Cal Poly photo ID to ride SLO
transit without any additional fare to be
paid.
The only exception to the pre-paid ser-

Bills. No one likes them. They creep up, steal
your money, and then do the same thing 3(( days
later. Throw some roommates into the equation
and paying bills can get downright nasty.
Luckily, two ('al Poly students have developed a
software program that will make paying bills easier.
So the next time a buddy blows all his dough at the
bars the day before rent is due he has no excuse.
(^mnispense.com was created by two former
roommates: business administration graduate Tom
Severson and com puter engineering junior
Jonathan Kelly. The program is designed to split
bills with roommates, manage multiple co-op
accounts with a landlord and remind people to pay
on time.
Kelly wrote a rudimentary software program for
personal use about two years ago. It was last year
when Severson decided to use the software as his
senior project.
“ It came out of our own necessity at first,”
Severson said. “We were tired o f reminding room
mates to pay bills. From there it just evolved to
what it is now.”
After finishing his senior project, his project
adviser encouraged him to pursue the software
because she saw potential.
“(Severson) and his business partner had been
working on it for some time— they had used it and
knew it worked,” said Severson’s senior project
advisor and current College of Business assistant
professor of management, Myleen Leary. “I knew
there were people all over the country who could
benefit from it, so there was definitely a market.”
The two decided to test the market with their
software and took out a $7,000 investment.
They are using various social networking Web
sites like facebook and MySpace to get the word
out.
“ I call it Quicken for college students,” Severson
added. “But it’s better because you can access it
from everywhere. You can go on vacation and still

see SLO Transit, page 2

see Bills, page 2
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The city’s bus system renewed its contract with Cal Poly for the next five years, but the university will ultimately pay 20
percent more than the previous contract’s agreement because o f increasing fuel rates, contract and maintenance costs.

University to pay m ore with
new SL O Transit contract
N ico le Sm all
MUSTANG DAILY

Rest assured that the next parking tick
et placed on your windshield goes to a
great cause. The city of San Luis Obispo
and Cal Poly negotiated another five-year
contract to ensure that Cal Poly students
can ride SLO Transit buses.
Cindy Campbell, associate director of
the University Police Hepartinent, said stu

dents are able to ride for free because of
money collected from citation fines. No
tax dollars or tuition fees are used for pay
ing the city. Cal Poly will pay $322,(KX) for
the first and second years of the agreement.
By the third year an inflation factor of
three percent was calculated into the costs,
altogether Cal Poly’s contribution will be
$1,669,128. The end figure is 20 percent
higher than the last agreement’s figure due
to the rising fuel rates, contract and main

News editor: Kristen MarscKtll
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Congress passes ^eh poker ban
E le a z a r D a v id M e le n d e z
c : 0 1 U M I i l A D A I I Y S l> E C :T A rO R ( c 'O l U M I t l A U.)

NEW YOKK — The Umted States Senate
dealt a terrible hand to Internet poker enthu
siasts early Saturday m orning, when
Kepublican leaders passed a bill that will make
It virtually impossible tor Americans to play
poker online.
News o f the ban, which was attached to a
must-pass port security bill, drew immediate
praise from anti-gambling groups, but infuri
ated players across the nation, and roiled finan
cial markets worldwide.
Under the proposed law, which was unex
pectedly pushed through the Senate by
Majority Leader Bill Frist, it is illegal for cred
it card companies or banks to transact i^ith
online casinos and certain gambling sites,
ert'ectively shutting them off from U.S. resi
dents. Bets on horse racing, fantasy sports, and
state lotteries will be exempt.
"Many players are simply out of a job now.
A lot of people feel like the sky is falling for
them,” said Alvin Lau, a part-time professional

Ambassador
continued from page I

Since returning, not only had
Zulfacar been working to rebuild
the nation’s higher education sys
tem, but she had also been actively
encouraging Afghan women to
pursue higher education at Kabul
University and abroad.
In December of 2005, Zulfacar
was able to secure student visas for
two Afghan women with the help
o f Cal Boly Bresident Warren Baker
and U.S. Rep. Lois Capps, 1)-C'alif.
Zulfacar had also been instrumen
tal in the creation of the Cal Boly
Afghan Educational Outreach
Broject—a fund designed to aid the
Afghan students who want to pur
sue an education in the United

SLO Transit
continued from page 1

vice IS when students take an RTA
bus, students ride for a discounted
rate to head to places outside the
community, such as Bismo.
“(The agreement) benefits stu
dents by offering a free form of alter
native transportation to the high cost
of campus parking,” O ’Dell said.
In fact, a daily parking pass raised
a dollar and is now $5 (that could be
lunch). A parking pass will cost stu
dents ISM) per quarter and $270 for
all three quarters.
“It’s a good partnership with the
city since a lot of our students use
the service,” Campbell said.
In fact, according to data collect
ed, over half of the SLO transit riders

nnL^Umj^daHYtuvsii^natl.cow

poker player and pertorniance poet based in
Cdncago who said he made $114,000 playing
poker online last year. “The biggest site that I
play at ... is going down,” he said.
The chips w'ere also down for online casino
operators, who manage their sites from places
like Costa Rica and Gibraltar, but do most of
their business with American players. As
investors from Singapore to New York called
ofi' all bets and sold shares of the companies en
masse, tens of billions of dollars in market
value simply disappeared.
British operator BartyGaming, which owns
the most popular poker room on the Internet,
BartyBoker.com, said it would stop accepting
money from its U.S. customers as soon as the
bill was signed into law. So did 888 Holdings,
which runs BacificBoker.com, the second
biggest Internet poker room. Sportingbet,
owner of I’aradiseBoker.com, said it would
consider its options. Those three companies
alone lost over 2.6 billion pounds (or about
$4.y billion) in market value Monday on the
London Stock Exchange.

O itics noted that the bill does not explain
how American players with accounts in for
eign online casinos can claim their cash after
the ban becomes law. The bill gave 270 days to
the U.S. Treasury and the Federal Reserve to
decide how to enforce the law, something that
certain observers said might be impossible.
“This happened really suddenly and seemed
sort of an unexpected turn ... it is unclear
what is going to happen,” said junior
Columbia student Mael Bredeche, president of
the Columbia University Boker Society.
Bredeche said his group, which coordinates
poker games on campus, had no activities
planned this semester sponsored by online
poker sites.
Among others, the NCAA has backed the
ban, which extends to online sport betting,
citing instances in which college players have
been paid to throw important games.
W hite
House
spokeswoman
Emily
Lawrimore told Bloomberg News that
Bresident George W. Bush will sign the bill
into law.

States.
Though Zulfacar was not avail
able for comment, her peers within
the sociology department feel that
Zulfacar was an excellent choice
for the ambassadorial role.
“ Brofessor Zulfacar is extremely
committed to her work,” said soci
ology professor Barbara Andre. “If
the amount of effort she put into
educating us all on Afghanistan
goes into her new role, she is going
to do quite well.”
“It is no surprise that she would
be called to serve in this distin
guished and important role by her
native land,” Cal Boly Bresident
Warren Baker said in a press
release. “ I am confident she will
bring to her ambassadorial duties
the same wisdom, insight and
enterprising spirit that she has

shown as a Cal Boly professor. We
wish her the best of luck as she
embarks for Germany.”
Since her appointment as the
ambassador o f Afghanistan to
Germany, Zulfacar had left Cal
Boly on Sept. 1 for Afghanistan and
then Berlin.
However, according to journal
ism department chair George
Ramos, the social sciences depart
ment chair Barbara Mori said
Tuesday morning during a CLA
chair meeting that Zulfacar had not
yet taken the position because the
former Afghan ambassador to
Germany has refused to relieve his
post. Though Mori was not avail
able for comment, two department
chairs present at the meeting, who
preferred their names not be dis
closed, confirmed the statement.

are Cal Boly students.
Every CSU campus must set aside
how parking fee money should be
spent, Campbell said. Cal Boly’s
administration decided to use the
funds toward what affects students
the most: Transportation. By students
taking advantage of the pre-paid bus
fares, roads are less congested and
better for the environment, reported
O ’Dell.
C'ampbell said Cal Boly spends
more than what is required by the
CSU system standards.
Other fund money is spent on
bike lockers located all around cam
pus and near the residence halls to
encourage those with expensive
bikes to consider alternative options
besides driving to campus.
Aerospace engineering freshman

Danielle Sanchez and civil engineer
ing freshman Spenser Brown sat at
the bus stop in front of the UU wait
ing to take the bus. Both have ridden
the bus only a few times and prefer it
over driving. Sanchez said she
enjoyed the convenience of swiping
her Cal Boly ID instead of constant
ly worrying about having enough
cash on her.
“It’s nice because the whole area is
dedicated towards catering to stu
dents,” Brown said.
Both students were waiting for the
bus and had no clue their transporta
tion was truly free, not something
added to their tuition cost.
“That’s sweet,” Sanchez said when
she heard she was getting a free ride.
Check out www.rideshare.org for
a listing of routes and bus schedules.

Bills
continued from page I

see when you have bills due."
Omnispense.com is user friendly.
One only needs to go to the Web site
and sign up for an account. After
establishing the group and entering
the names of each prospective bill
payer, the bill amounts and due dates
can be entered. The information is
logged, and then split automatically
per specific customizations. E-mail
reminders to each person are sent out
at least five days before the bills are
due.
The plan to continue testing the
market to see if they can find a lucra
tive niche.
They hope to someday end check
writing altogether by utilizing BayBal
on the site, Severson said.
The basic version of the software is
free. The premiere version is more
advanced and currently available for
free
for
two
months
at
Omnispense.com, but once the two
months are up it will be $20 per
household a year.
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Question of the day:
Ifyou (X)ul(l live in any lime [ieriod, vvlien would it

“Right now
because women
have a lot more
choices than they
did even in the
’80s.”

-Erin Moody
biology senior

“Now, because I
“I would be a
“The renais
“The 1800s in
colonist because
really like
Mexico so I
sance because
technology and it was the begin
could carry a
that’s when the
pistola and wear it’s gotten better.” ning o f our world crux o f creativity
and they drank a and the founda
a sombrero.”
lot o f tea.”
tion o f music
truly arose.”

-Ryan l%od
materiab engineering
senior

H ou sin g slow dow n results
in widespread price declines
annual records and prices in the
hottest sales areas skyrocketed.
But this year, the once red-hot
W ASHINGTON — Housing housing market has cooled signifi
prices, slumping after a five-year cantly. Some analysts are worried
boom, are projected to decline in that the slowdown could become
half o f the nations metropolitan so severe that it could drag the
areas, with the Northeast, Florida entire country into a recession,
and California among the areas much as the bursting of the stock
hardest hit.
market bubble in 2(KH) led to the
The forecast by Moody’s 2001 slump.
Economy.com, a private research
The housing report said the
firm, presents one of the starkest biggest percentage price decline
views yet
will be in
of
the
D a n v ille ,
h o u sin g
111., where
The median sales price
s l o w 
prices have
d o w n
a
lready
for an existing home is
that has
fallen
by
predicted to decline in
b e e n
IS.7 per
g a th e r
cent from
2007 by 3.6 percent.
ing force
the peak in
in recent
the second
months.
quarter of
The West Chester, Pa., forecast 2005 to a low-point in the first
ing firm projects that the median three months of this year. That set
sales price for an existing home will back occurred because of layoffs in
decline in 2007 by 3.6 percent, autos and other manufacturing
which would be the first decline for industries, which depressed the
an entire year m home prices since local economy.
the Great Depression of the 1930s.
The second biggest decline is
The forecast is included in a 195- projected to occur in the Fort
page report, “ Housing at the Myers, Fla., area, a fall of IS.6 per
Tipping
Point,” which The cent from the peak in the final
Associated Press obtained before its three months of last year to a lowgeneral release on Wednesday.
point for prices that is projected to
The report projected that 133 ot occur in the second quarter of
the nation’s 279 metropolitan areas 2007.
would suffer price declines. That is
The 133 areas with slumping
quite a contrast from the past five prices are concentrated m the states
years when low mortgage rates of California and Florida and the
pushed sales to five consecutive
see Housing, page 4
M artin C rutsinger
AsStK lATEI) HRESS

-Connor Bondlow
graphic communications
sophomore
‘4. Í -

/

-Nicole Dishman
graphic communications
junior

-Gre£ Helton
materiab en^neering
senior
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Housing

B riefs

continued from page 3

State

National

International

SANTA CRU Z (AP) — A
$4,51)0 solar-powered trash can
has been putting the squeeze on
pizza boxes and coffee cups in an
effort to relieve the problem of
overflowing Pacific Avenue trash
cans.
The experimental solar-pow
ered garbage, tested in front of
the El Palomar Restaurant,
automatically compacts trash.
City officials were enthusiastic
about buying four permanent
BigBelly trash receptacles.
• • •
LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Stage mothers for a Rottweiler
aixl other dogs have sued a com
pany called Hollywood Paws for
failing to turn their pooches into
stars.
More than a dozen pet own
ers contend the company col
lected tens of thousands of dol
lars but never delivered on
promises to get auditions for
their pets.
“1 lost a lot of money,” said
Rachel Armstrong, owner of
Goliath the Rottweiler.
Armstrong said she believed
her dog had the “cool” factor
that would get him into music
videos and paid nearly $2,000 to
Hollywood Paws LLC for train
ing.
All she got was a rejection
friiin “The Tyra Banks Show.”

QUARRYVILLE, Pa. (AP)
— The gunman who killed five
girls in an Amish schoolroom
confided to his wife during the
siege that he molested two relatives 20 years ago when he was
boy and was torm ented by
dreams o f doing it again,
authorities
said
Tuesday.
Investigators also said that
Charles Carl Roberts IV, 32,
plotted his takeover of the
school for at least a week and
that the items he. btought ^
including flexible ‘ plashic tie«.
eyebolts and lubricating jeliy^_
suggest he ni.iy have been planning to sexually assault the
Amish girls before "pohce closed
iu.'
%
• • •
W A SH IN G TO N (AP) —
House Speaker Dennis Hastert
won a vote of confidence from
President Bush and brushed
aside any suggestion of resigning Tuesday as Republicans
struggled with a virtual sex
scandal involving a disgraced
lawmaker and underage male
pages. Speaking at a Stockton,
Calif., elementary school. Bush
said he was “disgusted” by the
revelations that Rep. Mark
Foley, R-Fla., had sent sexually
explicit instant messages to a
former House page.

SE O U L, S o u th
K orea
(AP) — North Korea triggered
global alarm on Tuesday by saying it will conduct a nuclear
test, a key step in the manufacture of atomic bombs that it
views as a deterrent against any
U.S. attack. But the North also
said it was comm itted to
nuclear disarmament, suggesting a willingness to negotiate.
The contradictory statement fits
a N orth Korean pattern of
ratcheting up tension on the
Korean Peninsula, a Cold Warera flashpoint, in an attempt to
win concessions such as economic aid.
• • •
B R IN D IS I, Italy (AP) —
Two Turks protesting Pope
Benedict XVI’s trip to Turkey
next month hijacked a jet carrying 113 people from Albania
to Istanbul on Tuesday, and it
landed safely in this southern
Italian coastal city, where they
surrendered, officials said. The
two gave themselves up to
police about two hours after the
Turkish Airlines Boeing 737400 landed, Italian news agencies reported. The passengers
began leaving the plane shortly
after that, said Loredana Rosati,
a spokeswoman for ENAC,
Italy’s civil aviation authority.

Northeast corridor from southern
Maine to just south of Washington,
D.C'., as well as boom areas of
Nevada and Arizona and some
depressed sections of the Midwest
such as Detroit.
O f the areas with falling prices,
72 were forecast to hit their lowpoint by the end of this year with
the rest seeing a trough for prices in
2007, 2008 or even as late as 2009.
But even in areas which have
already hit a lowpoint for prices,
the rebound in prices is not expect
ed to occur quickly.
“Prices are going to go down
and stay down for awhile. It will
take at least a couple of years to
work off the excesses of the last
decade,” said Mark Zandi, chief
economist
at
M oody’s
Economy.com and the principal
author of the report.
Not all parts of the country will
experience price declines. The
report said Texas, the Southeastern
states other than Florida and much
of the Midwest Farm Belt should
be immune from price declines
although price increases were
expected to be modest.
The report said the most vulner
able areas for price declines were
those regions where red-hot mar
kets attracted speculators known as
“flippers” who purchased homes in
hopes of selling them fast for a
quick profit.
“Housing’s downturn has turned
even more dramatic with the rapid
flight o f the flipper from the mar
ket,” the report said. “These

investors have gone from sending
home sales and prices shooting
higher to driving sales and prices
lower.”
The report described the current
environment as a “correction” and
not a “crash” but it cautioned that
there were downside risks that
could make the slowdown more
serious.
A big threat is that the fall in
home prices could have a signifi
cant impact on consumer spending
patterns. The so-called wealth effect
pushed consumer spending higher
during the housing boom as soar
ing home prices made homeowners
feel more wealthy and thus more
inclined to spend money. But
falling home prices could have the
reverse effect ami depress consumer
spending.
“We believe the housing down
turn will weigh on the economic
expansion but will not break it. But
there are risks,” Zandi said.
The slowdown in housing
occurred as a result of a two-year
campaign by the Federal Reserve to
push interest rates higher as a way
of slowing the economy enough to
keep inflation under control.
The
Fed has kept rates
unchanged for the past two months
and many economists believe the
central bank has finished its rate
hikes as long as inflation pressures
keep falling.
The belief that the current eco
nomic slowdown is restraining
inflation has helped push mortgage
rates lower with the 30-year mort
gage now at a six-month low of
6.31 percent, an improvement that
is expected to help put a floor on
housing’s fall.

Custom
-Shirts
FRANKS FAM O US PANCAKE BREAKFAST
3 BIG PANCAKES, 2 EGGS (any style)
and Choice of 3 pieces of bacon,
sausage, or linguisa ONLY $4.66
Pancakesóniy for $2.60
FRANKS FAM OUS
BREAKFAST BURRITO
2 eggs, 2 pieces bacon,
Cheddar cheese, home fries,
tomato, onions and saisa,
in a BIG tortilla $4.66 + tax

slotnedlums.cotii

805,541.5111
Oke Shouldn't

W ORLD FAM OUS
BREAKFAST SAN DW ICH
2 eggs, 2 pieces bacon,
Cheddar cheese, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, onions on a
BIG wheat bun $3.26 + tax
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Attorney

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
HOT DOG LOVERSIII

HOT DOG
HAPPY HOURl
TUESDAYS
from 5-8 p.m.
ANY DOG ONLY $1.85
OPEN 7 Days a Week 6:30a.m. to 9p.m.
(805)541-3488
............................

Serving the needs of

M ON STER BURGER DAYS
W EDNESDAYS
A hand made patty, over 1/2
lb. of meat with bacon,
cheese, lettuce, tomatoes,
onions and our special sauce.
(regularly $4 75)
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Gados M enda speaks his mind to students
Christina Casci
MUSTANC; DAILY

Shuffling feet, lulled voices and
nervous laughter filled the Kec
C'enter Sunday night as everyone
waited for the show to start. One of
the country’s most controversial
comedians, Carlos Mencia was about
to stand in front of the audience and
prove that he did have the ability to
make any kind of person laugh.
After four opening acts, including
C^arlos’ brother Joseph Mencia,
Cnstela Alonzo, Jo Koy and 13rad
Williams, Mencia finally came onto
the stage with loud music and bright
lights and lots of screaming fixim the
audience. In the beginning of his skit,
Mencia noted that people weren’t
laughing at some of his jokes because
they weren’t politically correct and
suggested laughing anyway, which
lightened the tone for the rest of the
show.
“Political correctness destroys,”
Mencia said. This was the main mes
sage of his show. “People don’t say
what they feel anymore,” he said.
Recently, Mencia has become
prominent and very controversial. He
makes jokes about every kind of per
son ranging fixim Latinos to the hand
icapped and everyone in between. He
goes by the motto every person is fair
game.
Mencia was born Ned Mencia and

science junior
his parents gave
T o r i e
him to his aunt
and
uncle%
McGehee.
because
they
“Even though
couldn’t have
he uses race
children of their
jokes, he has
own, he said in
good taste,” she
an
interview
said.
with the San
At the end of
Jose Mercury
the show, people
News.
waited in line to
Mencia was
get pictures and
the 17th out of
autographs from
18 children and
Mencia. People
always “regard
shouted
out
ed family to be
things like “that
of the utmost
was amazing”
im p o rta n c e ,”
and “I love you
according to his
Carlos.”
The
biography on
crowd
stayed
his official Web
until he had left.
site, • www.carThough his
BRENNAN ANGEL MUSTANG DAILY
losmencia.com. Carlos Mencia performed Sunday at Cal Poly’s Rec Center Sunday,
show may be
He attended bringing the crowd to laughs with his refusal to be politically correct.
perceived
in
California State
many negative
University
at
ways,
Mencia
and questioning people on the street.
Los Angeles but left to follow a career The motto for the show is “You think makes a point to tell his audience that
in comedy, according to his site. He it, he says it.”
people should laugh.
released his first and only album called
The students received the show on Throughout the show he mentioned
“Take a Joke America,” in 2(KK).
Sunday very well despite some con the guilt of “white people” and how
In 2(K).S, he began his show on troversial topics.
they don’t laugh at racial jokes
Comedy Central called “Mind of
‘My sides are still hurting,” said because they might offend someone,
Mencia.” The show has averaged 1.4 mechanical engineering junior Erick Mencia said that laughter and feelings
million viewers since its debut, Serrano. “I think he’s way funny, you should be relea.sed in every situation,
according to his Web site. On the just have to go with it,” he said.
“Say what you feel and the world
show, Mencia does sketches, videos
“He’s funny as hell,” said polirical will be a better place,” he said.

T h is W eek In
Cal Poly A th letics
W ednesday
^7-

Men's Soccer vs. DC Riverside - 7 PM - Sports Complex

Friday
Women's Soccer vs. DC Irvine - 7 PM - Sports Complex
#20 Women's Volleyball vs. DC Riverside - 7 PM - Mott Gym

Saturday
^R ivalry Game*
#5 CP Football vs. UC Davis - 6 PM
Mustang Memorial Stadium
#20 Women's Volleyball vs. CS Fullerton - 7 PM - Mott Gym

Sunday
Women's Soccer vs. Long Beach State -1 PM
Sports Complex
I

Admission Is FREE for all students
Visit GoPoly.com for more Information on all Mustang Teams!
Go Stangs!

TM

“Everything is guilt now,” said
Mencia.
The show came to a close with
Brad Williams, one of the opening
acts who is also a dwarf, doing the
Oonipa Loompa dance from
“Charlie and the (ffiocolate Factory”
and giving an audience member a
lap-dance.
Everything about the show was
entertaining. Even when Mencia told
jokes that were not necessarily “polit
ically correct,” the audience roared
with laughter. When the audience
refrained fixim laughing at a joke
Mencia knew was fiinny, he just pro
claimed, “you all know you want to
laugh,” and the whole room began to
do it.
The critics may perceive Mencia’s
humor as inappropriate, but there is
no doubt that he has something
worth listening to. Even the jokes
about how it “sucks to be white in
America today,” and hurricane
Katrina got a huge reaction from the
audience.
If there is any possibility to see this
show, go see it. It will be the one day
to laugh without regrets or judg
ments. Everyone is equally allowed to
find the jokes funny and no body
takes it personally. At the end of the
show, everyone comes out with a
smile on their face and nothing to say
but, “It was awesome.”
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WRITE A LETTER
Mustang Daily reserves the right to
edit letters for grammar, pmfamties
and length. Letters, commentaries and
cartoons do ftot represent the views of
the Mustang Daily. Please limit length
to 25(1 words. Letters should include
the writers full name, phone number,
major and class standing. Letters must
come from a C'al Poly e-mail account.
Do not send letters as an attachment.
Please send the text in the body of the
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By e-m ail:
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Letters to the Editor
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CORRECTIONS
The Mustang Daily staff takes
pride in publishing a daily newspa
per for the Cal Poly campus and
the neighboring coinnuinity. We
appa'ciate your readership and are
thankful for your careful reading.
Please send your correction sugges
tions to m ustangdaily^gniail.coin

NOTICES
The Mushing Daily is a “designat
ed public forum.” Student editors
have full authority to make all con
tent decisions without censorship or
advance approval.
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paper; however, the removal of more
than one copy of the paper per day is
subject to a cost of 50 cents per
issue.
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G a n d h i’s p a c ifis m a
g o o d to o l for to d a y
1 .im writing to remind people
.ibout the importance of C)et 2. On
that day over a century ago, a man
was born who led a fight to free a
country from tyranny. His teachings
and philosophy would later inspire
other revolutionaries such as
Martin Luther King, Jr. and O sar
Cdiavez to stand up and fight
against oppression; to fight without
guns or bullets, but with patience,
tolerance, and w'ill power. He was a
simple old man, who wore nothing
but a cloth over his waist and a
cloth over his shoulder, who leaned
over a staff as his only support.
His name was Mohandas
Gandhi. And he led the earliest
march to the Indian ocean,
imprinting his footsteps in the
heart of Marrin Luther King and
Cesar Chavez, who followed the
example and marched to their own
goals, followed by thousands of fol
lowers. One doesn’t have to be
Indian to understand and imple
ment the only weapons (iandhi
had; truth and nonviolence. Every
American in this country under
stands his example and has seen the
power of it through King and
CTavez. In a time when we am
ovemome at times with war, terror
and fear it is only just that on this

stituents call him by first name?
E veryon e w as a
M u sta n g M a n ia c S atu rd ay Ehough these are all great reasons,
one undeniable truth applies
Saturday’s football game was by
specifically to students of the ('SU
far the best football game 1 have
system: reelect Arnold to his
nrr attended at C^il Poly. And I
deserved post tor no other reason
want to thank each aiul every fan
than because he trill sii^n your
that came. YOU ROCKED. The
(///)/(>»)(/. Ehat’s right folks, provid
R. Rayadurg
unity shown in everyone standing
ed that you graduate while
incclhwitiil nminccriii{> junior
the entire game nearly brought
Arnold governs, you will get his
tears to my eyes. The dancing to
John Hancock right there on the
W h e r e h as all th e d a t
the music during breaks in play
bottom of your hard-earned
in g g o n e ?
put a smile on my face that still
shingle.
1)ating is definitely going
remains to this day. 1 have been
CEill me immature. Call me an
extinct. I mean are people just
waiting six years to see a fan base
too afraid of being forward or
idiot.
Heck, call me an outrage to
this spirited. And now that it has
getting hurt? I think in order for
the political process, but at least
reared its beautiful head 1 find
people to have any chance at
recognize the benefits. When
myself extremely excited. Imagine
finding someone or seeing if the
interviewing for any job, even if
the possibilities ... 3,000 thunder
“apple of their eye” feels the same
your competition is vastly better
ing students cheering “Beat
way they need to ask them out!
qualified, you will have that ace
Davis.”
I
cannot
wait
until
this
There needs to be a distinction
up your sleeve, e.g.,“Well sir, sure
weekend, for I can only imagine
between the just friends and
I don’t have much experience,
how much crazier the game is
more.
and sure I never went to Harvard,
going to be. So keep up the spir but did Arnold Schwarzenegger
Many people suffer from the
it, Cal Poly. And while you’re at
confusion of what hanging out
sign the other guy’s diploma? 1
it, bring some of that energy to
actually means in terms of rela
don’t think so. I’ll take an office
other great Cal Poly teams like
tionships between people.
with a window please. See you
our No. 20 volleyball and men’s
Everything can be easily worked
Monday.”
out by communicating with peo and women’s soccer teams just to
Surely your golden diploma
ple or taking on the age old ritual name a few. Here at Cal Poly, we
and kick-ass-and-take-names atti
do not only have some of the best tude will give you the leg up, and
of dating. Most girls I know like
teams in the nation, we have the
the idea of dating. It is romantic
the increased salary and personal
best fans in the nation.
and slower paced. It is also a lot
satisfaction will offset both the
S co tt Kirkish
less confusing. You know that the
possible free year of tuition for
Civil enji^ineerinji senior and
reason you are there is because
the contest winner and the slight
Mustanjj Maniacs president
you like someone and want to get
ly greater amount of money you
to know them better.
paid for your education. If that’s
R e e le c t A r n o ld so h e
not enough, at least you can sell
Guys and girls need to be
your diploma for $5 on e-Bay.
c a n sig n y o u r d ip lo m a
brave, take the first step and ask
Don’t be a girly-man.Vote for
You might ask yourself, what
someone out, at least then you
Arnold. I know you want that
are the right reasons to support
will know off the bat whether
Arnold? Is it because of his savage autograph.
you have a chance or not.
Jesse M. D undon
nature, entrepreneurial sprit, skilled
Staci Pearson
Industrial technology senior
acting, or the fact that his con
Physics and mathematics junior

day we take the time to remember
an old man who stood against the
same obstacles w hen he took on an
empire, (ian d h i’s teachings never
grow old, and they have w ithstood the test o f time even after
his death nearly 60 years ago.

STAFF EDITORIAL

It was a dark and storm y
night with no lights in sight
"ho’s afraid of the
dark? The once
popular Snick TV
show telling scary nighttime
tales has become more of a real
ity for Cal Poly students who
have to venture through the
dark streets in and around cam
pus after the sun goes down.
The lack of lighting on cam
pus and in San Luis Obispo is a
safety concern that has gone
unaddressed for too long,
(dasses scheduled until 10 p.m.,
club meetings and late night
library sessions combined with a
bus system that stops running at
K;30 p.m. leaves hundreds if not
thousands of students living off
campus with no choice but to
walk or bike after dark, often
alone.
San Luis Obispo is a safe
community to be sure, but that
doesn’t mean that crime is
nonexistent. The University
Police Departm ent’s campus
crime statistics reported that 23
crimes took place on campus
last year and an additional four
took place nearby.
A list of safety guidelines that
can
be
found
at
police.calpoly.edu lists “stay on
populated, well-lit streets” as its

third
recommendation
to
increased safety on the street.
But following those wise words
is nearly impossible when every
route home is dark and desert
ed.
Take the student housing in
and around Foothill Boulevard
for example. The most frequent
ed path from campus is to walk
past the Health Center and
down the hill towards California
Boulevard. However, there is
only one streetlight along the
way. As one of the most fre
quented routes, one would
think that officials would have
installed better lighting by now.
Thousands of students live
within a mile of campus, most in
that area, yet their well-being is
ignored by the city and school.
In the meantime, if there is no
choice but to walk home after
dark, try to walk with friends
and stay alert to your surroundings.
We encourage city and uni
versity officials to consider
installing better lighting in and
around campus for the safety of
C'al Poly’s students.
Staff editorials reflect the opinion
of the Mustang Daily.
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Questions?
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^Emily Rancer
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Got something to
say?
Send a letter to the editor!

submit your thoughts, opinions, rants and raves in 250
words or less to

mustangdailyopinions@gmail .com
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S po r ts

Frankly
continued from page 8

plummeted to the ground. Older and
wiser, I landed on my feet this time.
We strolled out from behind the
bleachers to find some seats saved for
us by a few teammates who didn’t
have to hop a fence to get in. Wait,
w'hat’s this? Were losing l-}> at the
half against Southern Utah?
I heard some vagrant boos after
SUU blocked a Nick C?oromelas
punt and picked it up for a touch

8be

down — by the way, he’s also our
placekicker. The real punter is
injured.
Thunderbirds 14, Mustangs 3.
Who’s the No. .3 team in the nation?
Prepare yourselves for the dramatic
climax.
It we’ve learned anything from
movies like “Remember the Titans,’’
“Waterboy,’’“The Longest Yard” and,
well, just about every football movie
except “Friday Night Lights,” it’s that
there are always late-game heroics m
these types of stories.
First Mark Cordes dove on a

w w w .m ustangdaily.net |

Southern Utah fumble and quarter
back Matt Hrennan connected with
the speedy Tredale Tolver for a 3Syard touchdown.
C?halk up a two-point conversion
pass to Jon Hall and the Mustangs
were suddenly down 14-11 with 12
minutes, 8 seconds remaining.
Then came “The Play.”
Southern Utah knew who
Hrennan was targeting with a second-and-eight pass from the
Thunderbirds’ 19-yard line —
Harden.
Three defenders flocked to cover

the ( ) - t c K ) t . ()-iiich Harden as he slant
ed into the end zone.The ball hit his
hands and flew into the air as a collec'tiv'e sigh hit the crowd.
The ball caromed off a defender
and right back into Harden’s hands.
C'al Poly 18, Southern Utah 14.
C'al Poly is the No. 5 team in the
nation and Southern Utah rode the
Mustangs to the finish, but maybe
middle linebacker Kyle Shotwell was
right as he celebrated on his way out
of the stadium.
“This is our season,” he said
repeatedly.That’s yet to be seen, but if
C'al Poly shores up that offense, it’s a
realistic possibility.

jlork 8ime0

Crossword

Edited by Will Shortz

No. 0823
11 1? i5

ACROSS

36 Former N.B.A.
69 Says hi to
star with a hint
to 17-, 23-, 52DOWN
and 60-Across
Really funny
40 Colorado hrs.
Put in theaters
43 Describes
Pro’s opposite
47 Get off the fence
Beachgoer's
51 Stick
woe
52 “Soak Up the
Oahu
Sun" singer,
keepsakes
2002
Upper-left key
56 Up to, informally
Balance sheet
57
______ Largo, entry
James Bond
___Dame
villain
Actress Danes
58 Half a 45
French
60 Architect who
Sash with a bow
was a founding
You might buy a
member of the
Nintendo
game
Royal Society
with this
64 Local area,
High sch. math
slangily
Suffix with
65 Brian known as
Canton
the father of
Marooned
19
ambient music
sailor's
66 “Bonanza" star
construction
67 Singer James
Kind of brandy
68 Rep.’s
Hart Memorial
counterpart
Trophy org
25 Private jet V.I.P.,
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
maybe
26 Pres, when the
□Q C 3Q Q
cold war began
□ Q Q Q
Modern form of
□ □ □ □
address
□ □ □ □ □
Extinct relative
B Q
□ □
of the ostrich
□□□□
D Q C IQ
Monopoly
q q q o b i :] B B Q D U Q Q B
foursome; Abbr.
□BQQ U Q U Ba □ □ □ □
Spy satellite,
metaphorically
QQQD □QQQ
Noted U S
□ □ □ □
QQC]
dance grp.
Dr. Seuss’s
“And to Think
That___It on
Mulberry Street"

1 Like farmland
7 Mandela’s org.
10 “The Naked
Maja* artist
14 “On a similar
note” and the
like
15 Fa follower
16 Mathematician
Niels Henrik__
17 Oscar-winning
Jodie Foster role
20 They can be a
handful
21 Kind of number
22 Suffix with
Euclid
23 Posthumous
Best Actor
winner of 1976
27 Suppose
30 Works on
copper, say
31 The city and
beyond
35 Builder's need

OQaUQB

□□□ aaoB
□ □□□□□

□ □□□□[*]
a □□□[!□

1

7
5
6
4
1
2
9
6
3

|2T

13(7

3
!1
9
8
7
5
4
2
6

8
4
^2
6
3
9
1
7
5

5
6
8
7
9
4
3
1
2

1
9
3
5
i2
6
7
4
8

4
2
7
3
8
1
5
6
9

9
7
1
2
6
3
8
5
4

,2 6
8
5 4
1 9
4 5
8 7
6 2
9 3
7 1

Carroll
continued from page 8

As a freshman in 2(M)3, C.arroll
played in all 22 games, starting six.
With eight goals and five assists, she
was second on the Mustangs in
scoring (21 points). She was sec
ond-team All-Hig West that season
after posting game-winners against
Washington State, Haylor, Long
Heach State and UC' Irvine.
A communication studies senior,
C'arroll is in her last season.
Always wanting to attend C'al
Poly, she was first discovered at a
soccer camp during high school by
her coach, Alex Oozier.
Ever since she started playing at
age 7, Carroll has enjoyed two
things — her passion for soccer and
her friends.
“My best friends have always
been on my soccer team,” she said.
C'arroll is already preparing her
self for life after soccer.
“It’s really sad. It’s always been a
big part of my life,” she said.
Hut it’s not over yet. She still
plans to play in women’s leagues,
and wherever she can “as long as
my body can hold up,” she said.

156

IST

Society of

Women Engineers

gr
I55"
Puzxl* by Kman ChoMt

38 “Mayberry___"
39 Homeric cry?
40 Hosts, briefly
41 Theater
injunction
42 Piggy
44 Many a
Sunshine State
resident
45 Popular gum

ASPIRE

•

ADVANCE

•

ACHIEVE

46 Author Hanff
and others

54 Bad-mouth
55 Cry at a circus
48 Big name in the 58 Winter
frozen food aisle
comment
59
______ ■Pea
49 Sylvia of “The
World of Suzie
60 Comrade of
Wong"
Fidel
50 Chosen groups 61 Sexy
62 Go bad
53 “Star Wars"
army member
63 Grade A item

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS
Online subscriptions; Toda/s puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers; nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

First meeting o f the year
•
•
•
•

When: Tuesday, September 27, 6pm
Where: Chumash Auditorium
Who: Dean Lee is speaking
What: Free chicken dinner

Outstanding Student Section for the third year in a row!
Women and men are welcome to join
Visit swe.calpoly.edu for more information

SWE office:

Bldg. 40, Room 120 •

Phone: 756-2417

CLASSIFIED
HELP W AN TE D
Research Candidates
CMRG is actively looking for
Research Candidates to
participate in a clinical trial. If you
are 18 years or older, diagnosed
with a Sinusitis Infection and have
had symptoms longer than 7 days
and less than 2 8 days with two
of the following: Facial Pain.
Purulent Nasal Discharge, Frontal
Headaches, Maxillary Dental Pain,
or Fever, you may qualify for this
clinical research study. Please call
Coastal Medical Research Group
at 805-549-7570
for more information.
Time and travel may be
reimbursed for qualified patients.
MODELS for Art, Beauty, and
Swimwear. See davidschoen.com
and call David at (805) 471-0875
Seeking Babysitter
dependable, fun loving person
to care for 2 yr & 9 mo old girls.
Needed on Tues, Thurs
Start ASAP (805) 748 257 7

HELP W AN TED
DELIVERY DRIVERS WANTED!
Make $ 1 2 -1 5 / hr. M ust work at
least 3 shifts, 20 • 25 h rs / wk.
Some late nights. M ust have
no more than 2 points on DMV
record, and provide DMV printout
w / application. Pick up application
at W oodstock’s, 10 0 0 Higuera St.

Research Candidates
Coastal Medical Research Group,
Inc. is conducting a clinical
research trial for participants with
Candidiasis. Are you 18 years
of age or older? Do you have
vaginal itching, burning or
irritation? You may qualify to
participate in this research study.
Qualified participants will receive
study related medical exams,
investigational medication and
reimbursement for tim e and travel.
Call for more information:
Coastal Medical Research Group,
Inc. 805-549-7570
Earn $80 0-$3200 monthly to drive
cars with ads placed on them.
www.DriveAdCars.com

HELP W A N TE D

HELP W A N TE D

ANOUNCEM ENTS

Avila Valley Barn is now hiring
energetic, friendly people for:
- Produce stock clerks
- Ice cream shop
- Cashier
Apply in person;
5 6 0 Avila Beach Or.
1 /2 mile o ff 101 on
Avila Beach Dr.

Assistant in fast paced real estate
office in SLO. High energy, great
attitude, presistence and some
computer skills are what we’re
looking for. Part-time ok but need
mornings mainly. No experience
required. Fax resume to 544-2837
attn K arin/ Hal (805) 781-3750

Omega Xi Delta's Laser Tag Night
with the ladies of KDPhi! Wed.
Oct. 4 Admin Parking Lot @ 6pm

Fun Job in Radio
Now hiring members for
Street Team P/T
AGM Radio- KJUG, Wild 106, KZOZ,
and more! Flexible hours!
For more information, email:
jbrady@americangeneralmedia.com
Are you a doctor, nurse, PA, or
health professional? Would you
like to be a guest speaker for the
AMSA pre-med chapter in Cal Poly?
Please email: jychan@calpoly.edu

Part Time Web Person
Skilled in Photoshop retouching,
FTP , web design to help
photographer to create new
website. See davidschoen.com
and call (805) 471-0875

TRAVEL
SKYDIVE TAFT
100% ADRENALINE RUSH Tandem
& AFF Excellent Safety Record
Student Discount www.skydivetaft.com
(661) 765-5867

Raise the Respect
Educating student about injustices
happening globally. Take Action!
“ Be the change you wish to
see in the w orld” -Ghandi
First meeting is Tues, Oct 3
7pm @ backstage!
RaisetheRespect@yahoo.com
GET YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN
THE DAILY NOW!! 756-1143

SHOUT OUT8I FREE EVERY THURS
Submit your’s by Tuesday!
classifieds@ mustangdaily.net

FOR SALE

LO S T A N D FO U N D

Reptile/am phibian stuff for sale.
Very cheap! (408) 821-6253

Lost Tiffany’s chain-linked ring
(714) 335-8939

RENTAL H O U S IN G

Found white raincoat in UU
Contact sawols@calpoly.edu

Room for Rent
Large Room in LO. fireplace, bath,
patio, wood floor, storage, etc.
500 $ month + 1 /2 utillities
brenthaworth@netzero.net
(805) 528-4679

FOUND: Amanda’s Ford Keys
Call Bryan 805-234-4337
M issing anything?
Lost and Found ads are FREE

Sports

Sports Editor: Tristui Aial • miL^Uitif^dail)>sfK>rts(^mil.coni
Assistant Sports Editor: Fnuik Stninzl
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Carroll a leader for Cal
Poly women’s soccer team
Kelsey Carroll tops the
Mustangs with 20 shots in 11
games.

'.Î

Liza M anion

Frank Stranzl

M U M A N C ; D A IIY

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Senior forward Kelsey ('arroll is
among the C'al l\)ly women’s soccer
team’s leaders in nearly every catego
ry this season.
But her impressive statistics and
individual accomplishments have not
taken away fn>m her dedication.
For ('arroll, team success is most
important.
“I’ve done well, but when the
team’s not doing well, it makes me
think 1 111 not doing as well as I could
be,’’ (Carroll said.
Through 11 games for C’al Boly
(6-5-0), C'arroll is second on the
team in goals (4), tied for second in
assists (2), second in points (10), first
in shots (20), second in shots on goal
(12) and first in game-winners (two).
As for the game against UC' I )avis
last Friday, C!arroll had one assist and
C'al Poly won 3-0 against an Aggies
team that left with a 7-2 record.
“We played really, really well,”
Carroll said of the UC’ Davis contest.
“Everyone worked hard for each
other.”
On Sunday, though, the Mustangs
lost to Sacramento State in double
overtime, 2-1. It was a frustrating
game for the team, but Carmll thinks

U C Davis
ticket plan set
IV>ly will hold 1,000 more general
admission tickets for students to
attend the rivalry football game.
SPORTS INFORMATION REPORT

Due to the outstanding student
response at last weekend s football
game. Cal Poly Athletics will hold
for students 1,(MK) more general
admission tickets for Saturday’s
Cireat West Football Conference
game against UC Davis.
KickoflT on Mustang Memorial
Field at Alex Ci. Spanos Stadium
for “The Horseshoe Classic” is set
for 6 p.m.
A total of 3,100 tickets have
been set aside. Cal Poly students
with valid Cial Poly ID cards will
be admitted to the game begin
ning at 4:45 p.m.
Should the full allotment of
tickets not be distributed 15 min
utes after kickoff, they will be sold
to the general public.
Reserved seat tickets are sold
out.
Cal Poly is 4-1 on the season
and won its Great West opener
last weekend with a come-frombehind 18-14 trium ph over
Southern Utah.

CAl

BRENNAN ANGEL H l.F P H O T O
Cal Poly senior forward Kelsey Carroll (28) has four goals, two assists and leads the Mustangs (6-5-0) with 20
shots through 11 games. C^al Poly hosts UC Irvine at 7 p.m. Friday and Long Beach State at 1 p.m. Sunday.

it has helped them grow.
“More losses this year helped us to
examine ourselves.” C'arroll said.
C'arroll’s top running mate this
season has been sophomore forward
Ashley Vallis, who leads the team in
goals (five), points (11), shots on goal
■(13) and is second in shots (17).
Last season started ofi' very’ stmng,
she said, but the Big West C^niference

season did not go so well.
In 2(M)5, C'al Poly finished 10-5-4
overall but just 2-4-1 in conference
play. It m.irked the first time since
2(K)1 the Mustangs had missed the
NC’AA Tournament.
It seems that this year the lessons
are being learned early on.
C^Mistruction at Alex Ci. Spanos
Stadium has prevented the team from

playing at its usual location, but the
change has not seemed to slow them
down.
C'al Poly has won four of five
home games at the Sports CTmiplex.
“It kind of feels like our own sta
dium,” C'armll said of the Sports
C'omplex. “It’s more of a soccer
field.”
see C'arroll, page 7

Big Hurt puts hurt on Twins
Frank Thomas blasts two
homers, including the clincher,
to lead Oakland past Minnesota
in Game 1 o f the A ID S.
D ave C am pbell
AVSIX IATED PRESS

Barry Zito, Frank Thomas and the
C^akland Athletics proved it was pos
sible to beat Johan Santana — even
at the Metrodome.
Zito kept Minnesota off balance
with his big curveball, Thomas hit
two huge home runs and the
Athletics defeated the Twins and
their ace 3-2 Tuesday in the opener
of their first-round AL playoff series.
“First blood, I think, means a lot
— especially when you’re playing on
the road,” Zito said.
Zito quieted the Twins and their
fans at the noisy, quirky ballpark for
eight innings. He gave up four hits,
three walks and one run and struck
out one.
C3akland emerged in excellent
shape after beating Santana, who was
16-0 over a span of 23 regular-season
suits in which the Twins won every
time since Aug. 1,2005.
Sanuna led the league in ERA,
strikeouts and innings, and tied for
the AL high in wins.
“Sanuna’s probably going to win
another Cy Young,” A’s first ba.seman

Nick Swisher said. “For us to over
come the noise and all that stuff and
win against him is something spe
cial.”
Minnesou rookie Boof Bonser
will suit against Esteban Loaiza in
Game 2 Wednesday afternoon. A sea
son-ending elbow injury to AU-Sur
Francisco Liriano and right-hander
Brad Radke’s shaky shoulder have
left the roution looking a little thin.
This is a team that was a whop
ping 10 1/2 games behind Detroit
on Aug. 7, though, before overuking
the Tigers to win the AL Central
division on the final day. Comebacks
are nothing new for them.
“Same as we’ve been doing all
year,” said first baseman Justin
Morneau, who went O-for-4.
“Everybody’s going to say we’re
done again, but we don’t believe
that.”
Thomas went 3-for-4, homering
in the ninth off Jesse Crain. The 38year-old became the oldest player to
have a multihomer game in postsea
son history, according to the Elias
Sports Bureau.
“It was a big day,” Thomas said.
“I’m just happy to win this first
game, because this is a tough place to
win ballgames.”
Closer Huston Street gave one
back after a leadoff triple by Michael
Cuddyer was lost in the ceiling by

right fielder Milton Bradley. Torii
Hunter drove in Cuddyer with a
groundout, but Rondell White —
who doubled in the fifth and homered in the seventh — flied out to
center to end the game.
“This team’s pretty resilient,”
catcher Joe Mauer said, the major
league batting leader who went 0for-3 with a walk. “We’ve dealt with
coming from behind before. We’re
not going to quit until it’s done.”
The sudium was filled, of course,
with 55,542 fans wiggling those
white Homer Hankies and roaring
every time SanUna so much as made
a move on the field in the minutes
before the game.
But one out after Thomas homered in the second. Jay Payton singled
and Marco Scutaro smacked a twoout double down the left-field line
to give Oakland an early 2-0 edge.
Zito ran with it, no-hitting
Minnesota through 4 2-3 innings
and only twice letting a runner get
past second base. The left-hander
with the big leg kick and even big
ger curveball consistently kept the
Twins fiom hitting their sweet spots.
“Everybody’s aware of it, but
Zito’s in the same category as
Santana,” Street said.
Santana went eight innings and
finished with a career playoff-best
eight strikeouts.

Just your average trip to a Cal
Poly football game — or was it?
This story has all the makings of
the greatest tale ever told — a boy’s
dreams come crashing down, but
some quick thinking and a wacky
plan add some comic relief before
the boy conquers an arch-enemy
and becomes a man. Laughs and
tears, a team that snatches victory
from the jaws of defeat and nine
people crammed in a Dodge Neon.
What more could you ask for?
The journey began at halftime on
the lawn outside the business build
ing. Some track teammates and I had
just finished cleanup duties from the
pre-game barbecue — track athletes
have to work at least one barbecue
to help raise money for the program
— and the freshmen ditched us.
Three seniors, a junior and a
sophomore, were left to watch the
game themselves. We were down
right angry, livid even.
As soon as our coach gave us
reprieve, we charged toward the
entrance, passing numerous fans
watching the game from a lawn out
side the stadium. I looked at them,
then I looked to the fixint entrance
and there it was, the line from hell.
A few dozen anxious and frustrat
ed students stood between us and
tlie game. At first we thought we
were doomed — I stood in line with
my roommate hoping that halftime
would mean people leaving.
The end of the line seemed liter
ally to be the end of the line for our
quest to see this Cal Poly football
game. Our dreams were shattered,
our hopes cast asunder as tears
swelled up in our eyes. Then came
the phone call.
“Hey Frank, we’re hopping the
fence. Get over here quick!”
A glint of hope kept the tears at
bay as we bolted at a sort of fast
walk-jog-like pace for our gateway
to destiny.
We arrived at the back of the
scoreboard and all that stood in our
way was a measly chain link fence.
My disdain for climbing anything
chain-linked dates back to the
fourth grade when my baseball
coach warned me not to climb that
fence. He told me, “Frank, if you
climb that fence, you might fall and
break a bone.”
His words echoed in my head as I
climbed to the top, swung my legs
over and jumped. My body cleared
that fence, but it was my shoelace
that did me in. I fractured my wrist
— coaches sure are smart.
Back to the story at hand.
As I climbed this fence I actually
didn’t even think about that freakish
childhood incident.
I climbed to the top, swung my
legs over and jumped, but my jean
pocket caught in the fence and I
see Frankly, page 7

